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August	31,	2018		

Secretary	of	Transporta8on	
United	States	Department	of	Transporta8on  
1200	New	Jersey	Avenue,	S.E.	 
Washington,	DC	20590	
AIn:		Blane	A.	Workie,	Assistant	General	Counsel	for	Avia8on	Enforcement	
Proceedings 
 

Re:	Submission	in	NABR	v.	United	Airlines	et	al.	Docket	No.	DOT-OST-2018-0124	
Dear	Madam	Secretary:	

We	are	submiVng	this	leIer	to	provide	the	Department	of	Transporta8on	(DOT)	with	
informa8on	that	may	be	relevant	to	its	evalua8on	of	the	above	referenced	complaint,	
which	alleges	that	various	airlines	refuse	to	carry	animals	for	cri8cal	biomedical	
research,	but	carry	animals	for	other	purposes.		

We	breed	NHP	designated	for	biomedical	research	and	drug	development.	
Several	very	important	discoveries	were	done	with	the	help	of	animals	grown	by	us	in	
the	field	of	MS,	Parkinson	and	brain	research	–	those	discoveries	helped	8ll	today	
millions	of	human	pa8ents.	

Like	many	others,	we	would	prefer	that	the	research	performed	to	address	[this	
disease	etc]	be	done	without	the	need	to	use	live	animals.	Many	of	our	researchers	
must	rely	on	live-animal	research	to	safely	develop	these	treatments.	At	the	same	
8me,	current	laws	and	regula8ons	require	this	kind	of	research	before	life-saving	
medicines	and	treatments	may	be	approved.			

According	to	the	complaint,	many	airlines	refuse	to	transport	animals	for	these	vital	
scien8fic	discoveries,	although	the	airlines	will	transport	the	same	animal	for	non-
research	purposes,	such	as	for	zoos	or	as	pets.		We	believe	that	as	long	as	the	
government	requires	this	research,	it	should	enforce	its	laws	in	a	way	that	does	not	
undermine	these	essen8al	research	requirements.	This	arbitrary	delinea8on	by	the	
airlines	-	which	we	understand	has	no	transporta8on	related	purpose	-	threatens	the	
progress	of	key	research,	research	which	could	reduce	or	even	eradicate	[disease	
etc].			

We	urge	the	DOT	to	inves8gate	the	complaint	filed	by	NABR	and	to	require	all	airlines	
to	eliminate	policies	which	discriminate	against	animal	carriage	and	instead	base	
carriage	solely	on	the	fact	that	the	purpose	of	the	transporta8on	of	animals	is	for	
legal,	legi8mate,	necessary	and	essen8al	life-saving	biomedical	research.		We	
respecaully	request	that	DOT	take	these	ac8ons	to	ensure	the	con8nued	progress	of	
essen8al	medical	research.	

Sincerely,	
Dr.	Moshe	Bushmitz	
Veterinary	Manager	BFC	Israel
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